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ways, especially in the critical
times when momentous
decisions
needed to be
made.
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My Dear Fellow Residents;
It is so good to be able to write
to you again this month. I have
some important items that I
want to convey to you, and I
am anxious to communicate the
feelings of my heart.
We are now just a few days
short of the
two-year
anniversary
since I was
appointed
Mayor of
Ephraim
City by the
Ephraim
City
Council. I
must admit
to you that I
have loved
every
minute of these last two
years. To be involved in the
process and the minutiae of
governing, nurturing, planning,
hoping and being overwhelmed
at times, has been exhilarating
and rewarding to me. Thank
you for your support. I have
felt that support in so many

Serving as
the Mayor
of Ephraim
City is an
immense
responsibility, one
which I do
not take
lightly. Fortunately,
for me, I have an
incredible City Council
and City Staff. We are
united. If we do not
agree with something,
we know that we can express
that disagreement without
reservation and we just know
that our voice will be
heard. We communicate. We
value the opinions of one
another. Over the course of
my decade-long
involvement with city
government, I do not
believe that we have ever
been as united as we are
right now. Being an
elected representative is
not an easy task, but all of
us pull together.
I’ve been thinking a lot
about unity lately. I have
come to see more and
more the vital nature of unity
and the power and strength that
comes through unity. We have
just recently celebrated Pioneer
Day. At this time we think
about what it took to settle this
vast and relatively sparsely
populated area of the world. It
is plain that these early

adventurers had to be
committed to unity in order to
survive. These people
were unified in their
belief in one another,
dependence upon one
another, and trust of
one another and God.
As a result they built
incredible communities, one of
which is our
little slice of
paradise,
Ephraim,
Utah. I do
not believe
that we can
cast aside
our
community unity in the face of
disagreements of opinion or in
our attempt to be heard above
the din of other opinions. Now
is a time to reinvest in unity
within our community. We
Continued on Page 2
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cannot be a people who check our
principles at the door when we enter
situations that we feel strongly about and
then attack others in hard ways because we
want to make a point. This runs contrary to
what our pioneer forebears practiced and
lived by.
We have much
ahead of us as a
community. We
are on the verge of
becoming an
enhanced Ephraim
which our pioneer
forebears hoped
for, dreamed
about, and worked
hard to
accomplish. It is
my continuing commitment to ensure that
this enhanced Ephraim does not become a
“Provo” or like any other metropolitan area
of our state. However, that does not mean
that Ephraim will not grow. Communities
either grow or die, they do not remain
statically the same through time. As the
Mayor, I am committed to shepherding our
growth in sustainable ways that will
enhance the overall quality of lifestyle for
our residents. In 10, 15, 20 years, I want
the residents of Ephraim to look back with
gratitude at what has been accomplished

and happened in our
slice of paradise.
Where do we stand
with our water
supplies? Actually, we
have great water
resources in the
city. In fact,
during a normal water year, we have
an abundance of water for Ephraim
City. HOWEVER, this is not a normal
year. Where we are running into
trouble is our outdoor water use
during this serious drought. You will
notice that the lawns in neighboring
communities in Sanpete are brown
and dry, and serious restrictions have
been put into place with regard to
outdoor watering. For the most part,
the lawns in Ephraim are generally green.
But in this very unusual time of severe
drought, we cannot sustain pouring water
onto our lawns the way we have done all
summer long. It’s time to put into action
the unity that I have talked about and
begin cutting back outside lawn watering
by at least 40%.
Over the next couple of weeks you will
notice that the lawn at our cemetery, our
Canyon View Park, and our City office
building may be less green. We will be

cutting our water use at those areas
by at least 40%. The College and
the schools have also committed to
cut down their water usage. If we
are united, we’ll get through this
with very little pain, albeit a little
lighter lawn. Again, let me
emphasize---we have great water
resources for Ephraim City, with other
projects of developing water resources in
the immediate future. We just need to get
through what is perhaps the most serious
drought Utah has faced in at least the last
75 years.
Speaking of water resources, two days ago,
I received a very warm and personal phone
call from Congressman Chris Stewart about
our two federal Project Funding Requests

(PFR) . He notified me that out of the six
fund appropriation items that he controls,
Ephraim City garnered two of the six PFR
Continued on Page 3

Power Department News
Cory Daniels
Hello
Ephraim
residents,
As we get into some of the hottest months
of the year, we are experiencing record
numbers for energy usage during a certain
time of day for our town, this being
between 12 pm and 7 pm. Consequently,
our usage exceeds normal amounts,
necessitating purchase of additional power
from costly resources. So, I’m asking that
we, as Ephraim residents, try to conserve
energy with some helpful tips:

•
•
•
•

Turn your AC up to 74 degrees.
Open your windows at night to cool
your house down if possible.
Turn off your lights during the day
when not in a room.
If not at home, turn up your AC or turn
it off.

If we all try and do these little things, it will
help reduce the amount of money spent on
outside power.
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Ephraim City is a member of UAMPS
Yes, Ephraim City Power does have our
(Utah Association of Municipal Power
own hydro generation. These hydros, which
Systems). With UAMPS Ephraim City is
are reliant on water flow, generate power
involved in various power projects
year-round, but not enough to sustain our
throughout the State of Utah and into Idaho
growing energy portfolio. In May and June,
and Arizona. These projects include wind
Ephraim can generate up to 70% of our
from the Horse Butte
load for power during a normal
wind project, and the
water year. This year in June,
CRSP (Colorado
we only generated 37% of our
Did you know water
River Storage
load because of low water.
Project). Ephraim
July is estimated to be only
and power levels go
also gets power
11%. This is very close to our
hand in hand?
from the Hunter
winter average of around 10%.
Power Plant in
Yes, our hydros do help, but I’m
Emery County and the
asking all residents to try and help
Natural Gas Plant in Payson, which is right
with not only your own energy
off I-15. All of these projects keep our
consumption but the overall power for
costs down for purchase through the
Ephraim City.
UAMPS organization. When these
resources are maxed out, we then have to
Thank you,
buy power from a pool. This is power that
is unscheduled and can be very expensive
Cory Daniels
for Ephraim City when our loads are
Ephraim City Power Director
excessively high, as we have experienced
during the afternoons this year with the
high heat.
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A Word from the Ephraim City Manager
Shaun Kjar

August has arrived
in Ephraim and
with it a
realization that we
are “half past
2021.”
I was reminded
this week that we
should not waste a
moment. Each one
has the potential
to be important to
us, and yet, we rarely get to choose which
ones will mean the most. I do believe that
we often live up to our own expectations
and I hope we are each using our time
wisely and working toward our best. Don’t
get me wrong; I don’t want to mistake

activity for productivity; it isn’t just motion
that is needed, it is motion in a direction
that will get you somewhere.
Our Ephraim City employees are hard at
work under the direction of our leadership
with the tasks required to keep the
community moving forward. We work
every day to enact the policies and rules set
by members and leaders of this
community. We want the very best for
Ephraim and for each of you and we
appreciate the help and input we get from
all residents. I have high expectations for
Ephraim and believe we are all headed in
the right direction. A big thank you to our
employees for their work and to you for
being part of this community.
-Shaun

Mayor’s Corner Continued
slots. This is fantastic news because part of
that appropriation, if it is fully passed by
Congress at the end of the year (and there is
no reason to doubt that it won’t be passed;
it’s part of the federal budget), will allow
Ephraim City to enhance our water delivery
systems from our springs east of the
city. The second request is for economic
development funds to be used on
infrastructure. We are very grateful for
Congressman Stewart’s friendship and
attention to the needs of our growing
city. He knows that we are set to become an
economic powerhouse in Central Utah and
this appropriation signals his confidence in
how we are progressing. It was Community
Development Director Bryan Kimball, and
City Manager Shaun Kjar who, in unity,
appealed through our lobbyist in
Washington DC that resulted in this nearly
$7 million federal budget item for Ephraim.
We want to welcome the newest additions
to our Ephraim City family. Officer Jordan
Garff was hired by the Ephraim City Police
Department at
the beginning
of July, and we
want to
welcome him
to our police
force.
Additionally,
Ephraim will
become the
first City in
Sanpete
County to
employ a
canine police
officer. Right
now he is just
a little tyke, but he is in the process of a
A U G U S T 20 21

rigorous training
program which his
partner, officer
Kent Hatch, is
certified to
complete. The
name for the pup
is Starsky, for Starsky and Hatch.
So, do we have some challenges ahead of
us? Yes! And thankfully so. Challenges
make us strong and compel us to think
smart. We’ll get through this drought. The
growth of our city will be managed in a
careful, thoughtful way. As I have
expressed to you, these challenges will test
our unity. They will refine our intentions
and above all, as a community, we will be
blessed to receive facilities here that will
have an immeasurable positive impact on
all of us for decades to come.
There will yet be more upcoming
announcements of major blessings that will
be coming to Ephraim. A case in point:
yesterday I met with LDS church officials
about the soon-to-be-announced Temple
site. We should be receiving public news
about the site location in about 30
days. This is exciting and it gives us pause
to think deeply and seriously about the
causes for unity within our community.
Sincerely,

John Scott
Ephraim City Mayor

Due to recent drought
conditions and low
production of our
springs, the Mayor
has asked residents to
reduce outside
watering by 40%.

SENIOR CENTER
AUGUST
ACTIVITY
85 WEST 100 NORTH
(435) 813-2508 OR
(435) 283-6310

ephraimseniors@hotmail.com
SENIORS 60 AND OLDER:
WE ARE HAVING A SENIOR
DINNER ON FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 15th AT 6:00 PM
AT THE EPHRAIM SENIOR
CENTER. WE WOULD LOVE
TO HAVE YOU JOIN US FOR
AN EVENING OF CATCHING
UP WITH YOUR
NEIGHBORS.
ALL REQUESTS FOR
RENTAL RESERVATIONS,
INQUIRY AND/OR
CANCELATIONS SHOULD
BE MADE TO JEANIE
TIDWELL AT (435-283-6310
OR (435) 813-2508.
AVAILABLE FROM SIX
COUNTY IS THE SENIOR
TRANSPORTATION
VOUCHER SYSTEM.
CONTACT SIX COUNTY AT
(435) 893-0726 FOR
INFORMATION. YOU OBTAIN
A QUALIFIED DRIVER AND
THEY RECEIVE FUNDING TO
DRIVE TO DR. VISITS, ETC.
SCHEDULED:
8/19, 20 & 8/26/2021
Athenian Academy
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A Message from Our Council
Richard Wheeler

The last month
has been one of
change, with some
eighty building
permits being
requested and
plans for
construction
delivered for
approval. The
City has set development of homes,
businesses, and eating establishments
within our city limits.
The Mayor, Council and Staff have
spent many hours developing a
standard growth plan to allow proper
and best usage of land, water, electrical
and wastewater which reduce the cost
of development to each of us that pay
taxes. This growth will take place over
several years and with as little
disruption as possible to the everyday
flow of life within the city.
At present, the most important thing is
the controlled use of water from our
mountains, wells, and springs. We all
must work together in this time of
drought. With daytime temps well over
the 90 plus level, nights don’t allow
enough time or flow to refill the tanks

for daily needs of the people. We ask
that all citizens consider the use of
water in your yard and SLOW THE
FLOW of water in your area of control.
If we each do our part, the water will
last through the season.
I want the take time to thank all of
those who have taken the time and
effort to VOLUNTEER their energy
and time to make Ephraim a great city
to live in today. I hear the comments
from those who want the city to stay as
it was when they were young. The
reality is that we either grow or die.
This is why we, as elected leaders, have
taken time and effort to control this
growth in a constructive manner.

God bless us with these important
decisions we make.
Thanks,
Richard Wheeler

•

8/04: Scribble Flower Watercolor

+ VIRTUAL Clay Pendants (pick up
free art kit anytime).

Granary Arts is excited to announce
that Workshop Wednesdays are once
again in-person! Join us Wednesdays at
3:30 pm upstairs in the Ephraim Co-op
for a free kids’ art activity.

•

8/11: Fiber Art
Sheep Drawing

•

8/18: No
Workshop
Wednesday

August will be our last virtual
workshop for kids + free art kit. Kits
can be picked up at Granary Arts,
available on a first come, first served
basis. Our collection of virtual tutorials
will still be accessible on our website at
GranaryArts.org/EducationWorkshops. Subscribe to our mailing
list to get the monthly workshop
schedule straight to your inbox
GranaryArts.org/Subscribe.

•

8/25: Hollyhock
Watercolor

A U G U S T 20 21

At the July 21st Ephraim City
Council Meeting, Mayor Scott
presented life-time resident
Richard Nielson with a Service
Recognition Award for his many
years of dedication, service, and
instruction to the youth in gun
safety, shooting, and handling.

Please come to meetings when time
permits in your busy lives, and speak
your mind on all issues which affect the
lives of us all. We do listen and take
your comments into consideration each
and every time a vote is taken.

Workshop Wednesday Schedule 3:30
pm

Workshop Wednesday + Free Art
Kits for Kids

Service Recognition

Fazilat Soukhakian / Anonymous Battle
(On view at Snow College Library
through August 20, 2021)
Wendy Wischer
+ Brenda
Bowen /
Evaporated:
Explorations in
Art, Science and
Salt

Kids
Ephraim
Library

Exhibitions
Jann Haworth + Liberty Blake / Work
in Progress Mural
The Family Trade / Bird’s Eye Chisel
album + tintypes by Holly Hooper
David Lindsay / Our Valley Speaks: A
Sanpete Experience (virtual exhibition)

Visit Us
86 North Main, Ephraim / W-S 11 am
to 5 pm / 435-283-3456 / Parking
behind Ephraim Co-op.
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